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SUBJECT: FAO COUNCIL: LEGAL DIFFICULTIES WITH DRAFT COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS ON EOOD SECURITY UNDERTAKING 

FOR DEPUTY LEGAL ADVISOR FELDMAN PASS EB FOR PLACKE 

1. OPERATIVE PARGRAPH ONE OF DRAFT COUNCIL RESOLUTION ON UNDERTAKING 
STATES THAT THE COUNCIL "ADOPTS THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING ON 
WORLD EOOD SECURITY...". 

2. USDEL CONSULTED WITH FAO LEGAL ADVISOR CONTINI WHO POINTED OUT 
THAT OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH THREE OE RESOLUTION 3:73 ON WORLD EOOD 
SECURITY OF THE FAO CONFERENCE REQUESTS THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO 
TRANSMIT THE TEXT AS "ADOPTED" BY THE CCP AND THE COUNCIL. THEREFORE, 
DESPITE EACT WEC MERELY "ENDORSED" OBJECTIVES, POLICIES AND GUIDELINE 
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CONTAINED IN THE UNDERTAKING, THE SECRETARIT FEELS BOUND TO USE THE 
WORD "ADOPT " IN PRESENT DRAFT COUNCIL RESOLUTION. CONTINI THEN 
EXPLAINED THAT TEXTS OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY COUNCIL ARE NOT 
LEGALLY BINDING AND IN ANY CASE IMPORTANT POINT EOR US IS 
LANGUAGE OF OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH TWO WHICH INVITES MEMBERS TO 
"SIGNIEY THEIR READINESS TO ADOPT OBJECTIVES, POLICIES AND 
GUIDELINES CONTAINED IN UNDERTAKING." 

3. CONTINI ALSO POINTED OUT THAT LANGUAGE CONTAINED IN 
PREAMBLE TO WEC RESOLUTION II (SECOND COMMITTEE) RECORDS THE 
"VOLUNTARY NATURE" OE THE UNDERTAKING. 

4. WE INTEND PROPOSE ADDING REEERENCE TO THIS WEC RESOLUTION TO 
PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPH OP DRAFT COUNCIL RESOLUTION, WHICH ALREADY 
NOTES FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF AD HOC WORKING PARTY AND 
49TH SESSION OF CCP. UNLIKELY WE WILL OBTAIN COUNCIL AGREEMENT 

TO SUBSTITUTE "ENDORSE" EOR "ADOPT " IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 
ONE. UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE, PROPOSE MAKE STATEMENT OP 
OUR UNDERSTANDING REGARDING CONTINI'S INTERPRETATION OP WORD 
"ADOPT", AND AGREE TO COUNCIL RESOLUTION AS DRAPTED 
BY FAO SECRETARIAT WITH ADDITIONAL REFERENCE CITED ABOVE. VOLPE 
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